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His contribution in the art of calligraphy is far reaching. In Nastaliq and
Shikasta. he is a genius creator. Here mention also should be made of his eldest
brother, Sayed Mohammad Ishan who writes the Nastaliq style very clearly
and he is master in both the Thulth and Naskh styles. Thanks to their efforts
the art of calligraphy did not only survive but it developed and attained

Perfection.

Yet another living well known calligrapher is Azizuddin Popalzai a born
calligrapher. He learnt the art of calligraphy from his father. He writes the Kufic
and Thulth styles very elegantly. This versatile artist executed decorating texts
for the congregating mosque in Kabul known as Pule Khishti; it is in Thulth
style and its length is 88 meters. It displays the development of the art of callig-
raphy, painting and tile work in Afghanistan today. He is also known as a master
of his time in cypher, and his cypher works have been prized many times in

Afghanistan.

The above was a brief account of the history and development of calligraphy
in Afghanistan; some renowned calligraphers d:serving to be named here as
contemporary artists are Ghulam Mohammad Tarzi, Khal Mohammad Khasta
Faiz Mohammad Zakaria, Mohammad Ibrahim Khalil and others.




(4) Adab No. 3-4

he excelled in kufic’ Arabic and Dari styles. He was a remarkable illuminator

and a poet. Mohammad Reza prepared various epitaphs from Ghaznavids’ and
accomplished this task with full success and compiled a pamphlet entitled
‘Riyaz ul Alwah’ ( meaning the epitaphs of the Granes ) He had a keen interest
in collecting coins and wrote a treatise on the subject. Mohammad Reza was a

librarian’ museum curator as well as a Hakim’ and a mathematician. He was a
co author of a work known as Siraj al Ahkam which he wrote in Nastaliq
for his royal patron Amir Atdul Rahman. This work was based on the famous
fiction of Kalila wa Dimna. He died at an advance age of cighty (1947) in kabul.

Mohammad Ali of Herat who achieved considerable reputation in his lifetime
is one of the most distinguished calligraphers of our day. Mohammad Ali as a
young man practiced the Nastaliq style, but afterward he got acquainted with
Kufic on the walls of congregation mosque in Herat. One of his greatest
achievements is a decorative text on the congregation mosque of Herat in which
the master wrote suras of al-Kuran with Muvaqqali, Kufic, Tughra and Thulth

styles in an area of 100 square meters around the mosque. This work is known
as a masterpiece of calligraphy. Mohammad Ali is also a colledctor of Islamic
coins. By means of collecting Ummayds and Abbasids, and Ghaznavids coins

for studied different kufic inscriptions. On the ruins of Herat he was looking
the Thult inscriptions in the form of wall fragments. Mohammad Al is notonly
a distinct calligrapher of the Thulth style, but he is also an unrivalled master in
seven different styles. Most ot the texts for decorating mosques are provided by
him. Mohammad Ali is about sixty and is presently living in Herat.

The art of calligraphy assigned an important position among Afghan ladies
and virtually it attained its highest perfetion. Tajwar Sultan was one of those
who attained reputation in her life time as a calligrapher. As a young girl ahe
studied the previling Islamic sciences and turned towards fine art of calligraphy
which she learnt from Sayed Ata Mohammad Fushanji. As the wife of the then
prime Minister of Afghanistan’ she showed great enthusiasm and masteredd the
art. Her surviving Nastalig specimen indicates that she was really unequalled
among all Afghan ladies’ in fact she was known as the Lady Master calligrapher
of her time. She died in 1930 in kabul.

At an advance age of seventy’ Ustsd Sayed Mohammad Daoud is eagerly
occupied with fine aft of calligraphy. He is gifted calligrapher and a poet.
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until theclose of the nineteenth century. The political set up of our neighbours
also was not favourable for the development of Islamic art in Afghanistan, This
does not mean that finearts disappeared entirely from this country. Undoubtedly
there existed many artists who engaged themselves in various fields, and the
twin artstic centres of Kabul and Herat flourished as the two important cities
of the art of calligraphy. Afghan calligraphers provided texts for decorating

mosques and epitaphs.

One of the pioneers of the calligraphy in nineteenth century was Mir Abdul
Rahman of Herat. He 1s generally recognized as the master of the new Nastaliq
style; most Afghan calligraphers adopted his style and followed his model, A
good number of the epitaphs of the Timurids of Herat were provided by him.

Mirza Mohammad Yakub Mukhilis worked during the reign of Sher Ali
(1863 - 1879). In the Nastalig style he followed the distinctive style of Mir Atdul
Rahman. His specimens indicate his elegant style. He is considered unrivalled
in Nastaliq style in his time.

Sayved Ata Mohammad Fushanji born in Kabul but educated in Herat
(died in 1922)was undoubtedly a great master in the Nastaliq style. The epitaph
on the.tomb of king Abdul Rahman in Kabul was provided by him. Sayed Ata
Mohammad prepared decorative epitaphs for several mosques and monuments
around Kabul.

Mohammad Ishaq was another brigh star in the early 20th century 1n history
of art in Afghanistan. His surviving specimens are quite distinct in the Nastaliqg
style. He earned the highly esteemed title of “Zarin-galam’' (meaning the golden

pen) from King Abdul Rahman.

Abdul Hamid was another celebrated calligrapher of the 20th centary. He
was born at Kandahar, but as a young man he went to Herat, and finallysettled
down 1t Kabul, and joined government service as a calligrapher. He was a
remarkable-calligrapher, illuminator, and painter. He travelled distant countries
and wvisited ‘Europe many times. In 1962 he died in Kabul.

Another great calligrapher of thois period was mohammad Reza of Herat.He
was born ard cducated in Herat ard Tus. As a young man he worked ssa
potter’ but-afterwards he inclined towards calligraphy and went to kabul where
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d:d not create the Naskh style, but formulated rules for it and had written
a treatise on calligraphy (6), Nevertheless, the art of calligraphy was assigned
an exalted place in the Muslim world and developed under the Abbasids by the
famous calligraphers of the period such as al-Rayhani (834), Abu Ali Mohammad
Ibn Husain Ibn Mugla (886-940) Ali Ibn Hilal (known as Ibn-al Bawwab)
(1022-1032), and Jamaluddin Yaqut the court calligraphist of Al Mustasim
(1242-1258) who invented the famous style of Yaquti which 1s still famous and
bears his name.

The transcriptions of the holy Koran was considered a great privilege for the
Muslims. Therefore, various caliphs and sultans in different Muslim countries
were engaged in copying the texts of the holy Kuran, and many of them took
pride in being recognized by the guild as masters of calligraphy. There are
extracts from the holy Kuran in the Kufic script preserved in Kabul Museum
which is generally attributed to the orthodox Fourth Caliph.

During the advent of Islam some time in the First Century of Hijrah the art
of the Muslim calligraphy was introduced to Afghanistan. In due course oftime
alterations were made and local innovations were brought about in the art of
calligraphy. Urndountedly, Afghan contribution in the fie!d of calligraphy is of
considerable importance, but its progress was hampered temporarily by
unfavourable political situation in Afghanmstan.

In the middle of the eighteenth century, Ahmad Shah Durani who - belonged
to the famous Afghan Sadozi tribe united different tribes and organized a
strong nation. Under his rule my country enjoyed twenty five years of prosp-
erity.He was a poet, patron of learning, a philesopher, ard ford of literature;
nevertheless, he remains almost unknown to the weste .n woa'd’7). After his d=ath
(1772), his second son, Timur Mirza succeed:d him on the throne. One of
his first acts as the King was to transfer the Afghan capital from Kandahar to
kabul. During his rule Kabul emerged as a notable centre of cultural activities.
The art of calligraphy generally flouristhed around the royal court.

Timur Shah himself wasa man of literary and artistic taste. He was anotable
poet too; his Diwan which is comprised of lovely poetry has survived, and,is
preserved to this day. One of the grandsons of Timur Shah whose name was
Qaiser was the pupil of the most renowned calligrapher of the time Mir Atdul
Rahman. After the death of the king, towards the end of the ecighteenth century
unfortunately, Afghanistan suffered from intermittent civil wars which continued



By Prof. Dr. S.M. Yusuf IImi

CALLIGRAPHY IN AFGHANISTAN
DURING THE PAST 300 YEARS *

The art of calligraphy which exercised an important influence on Islamic
painting, illumination, designing and architecture, is the most highly prized art
in the Muslim world. In the Muslim society the profession of calligraphy was
considered as one of high dignity and excellence. In the holy kuran there are two
references for cultural and spiritual superiority of writing. It states: ‘Read’ and Thy
Lord is most beneficent who hathtaught writing by means of the pen. Hath taught
man what he know not. (I) In the Sura of the pen Allah says: ‘Considar the inkstand
and the pen and what they write.’ (2) There is a Hadith attributed to the prophet
in which he says: Beauty of handwriting is indispensable upon you because it
is one of the keys of man’s daily bread. (3) It is said that yarab Ibn gahtan was
the first man who in vented the Kufic inscription from the Muagali style.
Afterwards it was elsborated by the fourth orthodox Caliph Ali (656-661) (4) .
This style was prevalent down to the reign of the Abbassid Caliph Al- muqtadir
(908-932) .

It was durihg his caliphate that Abu Ali mohammad Ibn Ali known as Ibn
Mugqla (886-940) was taught three styles of writing in his dream by Ali i.e.
Thulth, Muhaggaq and Naskh (5). But it is a matter of controversy among
different scholars. According to the late Prof. Arthur Upham Pope Ibn Mugqgla
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